T P i L

Written Expremiy for the Now York Sun.
——

SPECTRE

OF INGLETON ; OR THR

FOREST MYSTERY.

By Christine . Oarpester.

b excitemen’ &4 he

Mr. Brown h-bl-d":tdm“"m on the
wzm Toey were the drab panis
:::I:-b-”-‘ vest, aporied itk blood,
rusted wich gove! He bid

(George repeat again the manner in which the

datter was hld. and then cr'ed =

ugtrange | Strange ! With such proof as this,
M. Cracliffs, po powor can save him; Ls wrsr
be convictad!"

wiir, Brown, 1 will liberally rewanl you for
your service after this affair is over. 1 would
nml\yn a fee now, but 1 have hanlly enonych
upon which to live un'll the time when 1 re-
ceive my Froparty again.”

Brown bowed his head i ackno wledgment,
ar d replied—

+ ‘hank you, Mr. Cranliffa. Iam not & very
rich man in meney, but I datter myseif that my
clients sebdom regret livaraiity, for I never lose
& cAse commenoed. ' )

'Tou must be very skillfal theo,” remarked
George. “'And now Mr, Brown to propose my
plan, Nelson Bradford will be arres'ad sl my
wile's sceusa', a8 before intendad, and as her
evidence way tot be sufficient to panist him, at
the moment when ke I8 coogratulating himself
that he will ascije, 1 wil appear asa witness
acsinst him, ‘Ihese ar ioles I-ili lsave fa your
charse tobs produced at the proper time.”

“That's just my ‘dea’

wWell, then, sir, as this bodness is settled,

1 will depart, 1 sdall not ren vou agein, untl
sast before the trisl. Thas visit, as wall as the
foct that [ am livieg, mast Le kept privy from

all: v wife must knew naughi of it”

]t shali; but 1 can't got over my fright "
said Brown, as George aruce, ‘'l was confound -
o’

“ Twas very natural, sir," repliel he, "‘and,
as | have tod yougyou are ro: the only one
who thought they saw & spiric.”

“'Tis strange you bave not
ered.”

“ | was too cautions £r thet; I should not
have ventared bere, but koowing you were
slone. a=d upon e teriug [ locred the door, to
sbut oat intruders.”

1 bad forgotten that in my excitoment at
recognizipg you. What a commotion this
series of inchdents will produce, la this Llictle
village ! Mr, Cranliffe, 1 shail win s name by

beon discov -

it."” approaching, and I dreaded another lecture, Is
it not singular, how a thing will be bruited
around, and canvassed, acd talked over, by every

“1 trmst you will, sir, and now — gcod
pight.” He wrepged hia cloak cioraly around
him, ard hastened cantiously furth Into the
open air, he looked mround, no one was In sigh',
#0 he hurried awar,

The sttorney, after examining again and again
the bundle left in his charge, placsd it In & se-
crot closst, chuckling sa he did so—*‘Ahs, the
villaln's esught now—my fortune’s made!” A
short time after the office was in darkness, and
Mr. Brown saugly ensconced in bed, dreaming of
exercises in tle furm be would win, in the
speech he was golng to make at the trisl,

How sountly lawyers can sleep with ths

Mrs. Grundy batl geen snongh, *hen she read
the words ano after coumenting upon its beauly,
resumed,

CBut 1 never pay much atlention to what
Erowall says, for sho is & dirty,slovenly wreteb,
and bor ¢hildron are always running into the
nelghbors, to find out whete she is, as she's
always runnin’ out, Jeavin' her “larter’, the
humiiest, red faced girl in the plece, to do the

wotk, but sbe ain’t no better'n her mother, and
glonerally foilers bor example. She had the im-
to Insinerva's, that Mr, Dradford mizit

have chosen Ball for & wife, just like her "

Virginia thoaght It was now time to end this
highly edifying conversation, and bilding her &
polite good day, she turned away, just as Mrs.,
Nothingno joined the Immaculate Grundy. The
tale of the weddieg was agaln repeated, the
conversation of Knowall and Virginia annexed,
wi'h some alditions, which were only Interrupted
by such o:pmaioop. as— ‘Du tell! 1 want to
know ! &e." from the worthy listener, As a
wind up, Grupdy exclaimed,

“Would you believe it, that proud Virginia
Remson, showed ms & diamond ring, on Ler fin-
gor. with the worda— ‘From Harry to Virginia',
o it! No doubt ahe just wanted me to see that,
the designing minx! [Iarry, means Blrry
Cranliffe, the widow's brother In law, Le's an
overbearing wretch."”

But, reader, are you nol already tired of vil-
Iage chat ? if o, we will weary you no longer,
with the senseless, malicious tattle, falling like
a cataract from the mouths of ;candal mongers,
always to be found in such a place, and bad as
they are, thoy are excslled by their sjsters in
Lhe dty.

Virginia had left the outakirts of the village,
and was .11 ssuntering tlowly along, her eyes
fastened upon ber book, when a gay voice ex-
claimed,

“Whither awar, lady fair, this sunshiny
morning ¢

She raired her face, and boheld Harry ap-
proaching, attired in a sporting suit of Lincoln
green, his gun iu his band, and & bag of game
over his shoalder,

“Guoning so early, Harry 7" she asked.
“‘Come, sit down on this mossy stone with me,
I have something to say to you."

‘‘Most willingly,'’ he teplied, flinging his bag
and weapon on the grass, and dropping upon the
seat, & miniature bower, adorned by natures fair
tingern, he took up the buok that lay upon her
lap, and commeonced carelessly to turn over the

livered, upon the fuct that Ars, Cranliffe, and
Mr. Bradford, were cut out for each other, Now
I did not know this approaching event had cir-
culated so widely through the village; why, she
told me Mres. Knowall's opinion of it, and I don't
know how much more. until 1 was forced to
leave her, as 1 espied one of her esiimable friends

idle gossip in the place "

'Twouldn't be the case, dearest, if they
would mind their own business and not meddle
with other people’'s; but every place has ita
regular gossips, and well disposed poople are
obliged to suffer them, no matter how much
against their wili”

# For my part,” resumed Virginla, ** I.despise
a female, or indeed a male meddier—one who
can nover rest unless scandalizing their meigh-
bors.” §

knowledge sometimes that a life rests with them?
how fondly they dwell on the eondemning, or
pathetic speech, the pet object of the brain.

'T'wouldn't do for every one Lo be a lawyer—
some hearts are too tender.

CHAPTER XY.
VILLAUR QOSS1I'S, GLIMPSE OF A MOTHER'S
HNEART.

“ Thees are the spider of soclety,
'rbey woave their p etty wobhs o Il-l. snd sneers,
lie thomeolves Lu subush fur Lue spou."

Landon.

“1 eould not tell thee if T would,

The fears that rack s mother's heart,
Which never leave her, ucver die,

Until the life her frame e,
Fears for the welfare of the child,

Bhe loves, aud guards, with auxious pride,
EBadly giving up the troasure

When lover sues her, tor Iul bride.”

Irwin.

“"Good morning, Mrs, Keowall. What do
you think of the coming marriage in this village?
for my ewn part, 1 ttiok it is scandalous.”

‘Mrs. Cranliffe you mean, do you not, Mrs,
Grundy? I thiok she had be'ter rover her face
for thame, and not acpear sgain for & yoar, at
least. I'm sure I should be farever disgraced, if
my dsughter shuuld do such a thing."

#'Yes, and Knowall, how she affected at the
burial of the poor man! Pity he woulda't arise
from his grave. to confrout her with ‘hypocri-

. l'l

“Pity he wouldnt!' responded Knowall,
*He ls bardly cold in his windin’ sheet, before
she turns round, and marries one of the neigh-
bors, aud he must want a wife, 1 think ! There
was a plenty cf otbers he could have chosen; my
‘darter’ or yours, for iostanca. 1'm sure she led
bim into a trap, but she will pay for it. I re
member ¢nct when 1 was & gu), hewrin' my
mother tell of & woman, she once kuew, who
hitched six month ufier her fust bushand’ .den"l;,
and st pight, she used to see his ghost,” (her
voice tank to ulow mysterious whisper) “‘and
four months af.er, she was siruck by lightnin',
That shows ! depend upon it"—she laid ber finger
in the palm of her haud, s8 she continued-
will come to no good."

Mrs. Grundy acquiesced with a nod or two of
her head, and then related a similar story, until
Mrs. Knowall's little boy, Jim, ran up, and ex-
claimed.

OBy mow | Ty gone out, an’ left the baby
sfjuallin’ as loud as ginger, an' the kittle's billn'
over ™

The lady gave him & box on the ear, and bid-
ding her dear friend Gruody, a geod morning,
seized him by the collar, and hurried him indig-
nantly away, pouring out a torrent of (hreats
upon bis devoted head, for interrupting ber, in
the midat of her interesting chat.

BMrs. Grundy smiled maliciously,as the obsery-
od her, and turned up the road, she bed mnot
proceeded far, Lefore she percilved Virglula
Remson walking slowly 1oward her, bearlng s
hendsome book In ber hand.

“Good morning, Miss Remson |” she exclaim-
ed, but the young girl did not hear her, as her
sttention was fixed on the volume she carried,
s second time she repested her sslutation, and
Virginia returning it, was about o pass om, but
the gossip was not going to let her escape so
easily.

“‘Mise Remson, I suppose you have heard of
the marriage that is coming off.”

“I have."

*"Well, did you ever see two mortals so sulted
1o each other, &8 they are ? They were cut out
for one amotber. I've often heard it said, when
& womas marrles & man, who fsn't her second
self, bo ls taken away, 10 make room for her
mate, but I don't belleve it's true, do you."”

“Jam sure, Mrs. Grundy, | know nothing
sbout it, but Mr, Braidford and My, Cranliffs,
must be mutually. IIM or they would mot
have come to terma.*

-t*ahe

“That's my oplaes,but Mrs, Knowall declares
she ought to be ashamed, and says she Jed him
into & trap, but, ls! what & pretsy ring that i
upen your fingsr, somethin’ ke my Marysnne's!

Lot me ses it dear.”

Virginis extended ber small whits hand, upon
which glistened & splendid diamond, upon the

l‘Lﬂ&. wad cograved—*"From Hary,

L} | psl, them also, Jennle, fur they are too
ignorant to know better.”

‘“And so do 1; but, now, Harry, tell me, do,
exactly, what you think of your sister's mar-
risge.”
©1 know not what to think, it puzzles me.”
“And me, too! 1see no ailinity in the na-
tures of thoss two individusls, Surely one so
lovely as Brs. Craiiliffe, cannot love that man,
for Tlarry, beneath his polished exterior, and
assumed cordiality, I think I detect a heart not
true aud good, but deeply, darkly inclined. I
like him not."”

A shadow overspread Harry's fuce, as he ques-
tionedl ;

“‘tave you ever conversed with him, that you
form so strange an o,in on.”

‘“Never, bt [ have closely observed him
when passing, aud thus my Lmpression has been
received.”

‘I am glad, my Virginia, that you have not
eome in ac:ual ¢ utac’ with Deadford, for I can-
not esteem him, and do not deem him worihy
to hold converse with w0 pure, so innocent a
flower as yourselt,”

1larry diew her head to h's bosom, and looked 4
lovingly into the violet eyes ra‘sed fondly to his
own; at length she wurmured: * What sin
has he been gullty of, that you thus dislike
him #"

‘*Some future time, Virginia, you shall know
all."” Assuming a more teader tons, he contin-
ued : *'The suhject of the coming wedding re-
minds me of & promise you made to name the
happy day that would give me the right to calj
you," he breathed the words s ftly, ‘' my wife,"
A blush mantled Virginia's cheek, her oyes
were cast down, her hand trembled in his, and
she did rot reply.

“Why this agitation, dearest?"” whispered
be, after & pause. ‘‘ Do you fear te trust your
future happiness solely to my keeping? Is
there n doubt arises in your geatls heart?" he
nsked, in tones of mournful reproach,

A tear started to her eyes, as she raissd them
to his face and replied, ** No, Harry, not” that!
you are too noble, Loo good, too gentle, oo kind,
for me to doubt.”

““What thep, Virginia ?—You wesp !”
“Nothing, only I am silly, crying for T do not
know what!"” aud a emile hovered about her
liva, secing which. Harry playfully sald; *‘Oaly
you wish to keep me in suspense, or profor my
stating the time, which I very readily consent
todo;" and lightly laying his tand upon her
mouth to prevent Ler giving utterancs to the
words which tumbled upen them, he resumed—
“when onee | name 1t, it must be & grest in-
ducewent that shall persuade me to alter it, So
sow, 1 set this day, four weeks, you see | am
liberal, as the momentous time, when Virginia
Remsen spinater, shall be ready to lay aside that
title, all excuses, &c., to the contrary, to accept
the appallation of Mrs. Harry Cranfuffs!
“Liberal indeed, master Harry ! exclaimed
she, as he removed his fingers from her lips,
“Liberal indeed ! Nuw [ beg leave to deeline
aceording to that ng-rumenl."

“On what grounds #"

*“That it is eotirely too short & apace to allow
me Lo eomldot \he matier, and sund'y other
exoused,”

“‘And what sball be my indacsment, to ex-
tend you a greater length of time 7"

“The promise that I will agres to yeur wish,
this day, three months hence.”

**I hree months hence! entirely toslorg s pe-
riod madam,” be returned merrily. “I couldn't
think of such a thing. I should commit suicide
from sheer despsir.” Bu! st Jength, at Virgin-
1a's earnest request, he assented to her desire,
and it was formally decided that they should be
united on the twentisth day of October, about
an lnterval of three months from the present.

After a short pauss, Virginia arose, remarking
that somebody at the villa would be tessing her
about ber long stay, taking his gun and game,
be procesded with her to Rose vills, and after
flinging his feathered offering at the fest of Mrs,
Remaen, begging her to acoept the addition to
the larder, he departed, with Edward's mischiev-
ous inquiry, *'Whether Jennle had contributed

any to the spoll ? " ringlng in his ears.
L& To be Continued,
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